The Solution


Let's look at the solution in terms of Means, Motive and Opportunity.



The Means


Once the murder weapon was discovered, the murderer(s) had to be one of (or include one of) the five people who had access to Roy's office to obtain the paperweight. These are: 

· Ted - who has a key to the office

· Margaret - who could have borrowed her husband's key; or even had a copy made, in the past, if she is not her husband's accomplice.

· Tim - who has a key to the office

· Pauline - who borrowed Roy's key (assuming you got this out of her)

· Ronnie - who has his own means of entering
These five are the prime suspects.



The Motive


Of the five people who had the means, we can now look at motive:

· Tim - was desperately short of money - enough to kill or be killed? - but did you spot that he'd overheard Roy and Pauline's conversation about their means of making money?

· Pauline - had she made enough money, or did she want more - even if it did mean killing a very old friend? Did you discover that she'd been poor all her life? This could provide her with powerful motivation.

· Ronnie - it's a good job those bank statements were found; would it be good for business to kill a man when he is paying you back everything he owes you, with interest? As circumstantial evidence, it is also unlikely that Ronnie would drop the note in order to incriminate himself - and of course, as Tim was avoiding Ronnie all evening it would be hardest of all for Ronnie to re-obtain the note back from Tim.
· Ted - as the better of his two students, he needed Roy alive to complete his thesis and help secure his career. Assuming he knew about his wife's affair (although there is no evidence to suggest this) would this have been enough to have risked murdering Roy? Of course he has admitted to searching Roy's office in the past, and may have tried again at a later date, with more success. Maybe he wanted to make a little money himself, and that was the real reason for the search? Perhaps, having discovered Roy's secret, Ted decided to publish it as his own work, to secure his somewhat flagging reputation, and hence his professorship? A far more powerful motive.
· Margaret - if she had gotten wind of the money making scheme, by whatever means, she could be working on her own for money. This is unlikely, if she obtained the information directly from her husband, as then chances are she would be acting as an accomplice, under cover of a failing marriage. What better than to take Roy's life and wealth, and hope to turn around her marriage with a now confident, secure and wealthy husband. Alternatively, she may have found out about the scheme directly from Roy himself during their time together. Or, taking the murder as a crime of passion, her rejection by Roy could have furnished reasons of her own for seeing him dead. And a final point to consider - if she really hates Ted, she may just as likely be hoping to frame him for the murder! 
Ronnie can certainly be eliminated as a prime suspect.



The Opportunity


 Of the four remaining prime suspects, let's look at opportunity:

· Pauline - fortunately Robert spotted her trying to find a parking space. She would have to have murdered Roy prior to this, as Robert then went straight up to the flat and stayed there till everyone else arrived. There would have been insufficient time between when Pauline left the party, and this point, to have parked, murdered Roy, and then ran back and started re-parking. Just to confirm it, Fiona left just after Pauline, and arrived only a fraction earlier and that was with "lucky" parking.
· Ted - his alibi depends on Margaret's reliability as a witness. If she can be believed, then he could not have arrived at the flat, murdered Roy and then escaped down to rejoin the group. The only time Ted was on his own was earlier when we know Roy was still alive. But can Margaret be relied upon as a witness for Ted? We have already seen that she has motives of her own - although she would not be supporting her husband at this point unless they are working together.  However, there is one piece of evidence which supports Ted and Margaret's story, and that is that Tim saw them both leaving the party at the time claimed, thus making it impossible for either of the Wilsons to have committed the murder.

· Margaret - likewise the same holds true for Margaret: she could have committed the crime just as easily as her husband. Tim's evidence, luckily, clears them both.

· Tim - of course, by the same token: if he left and arrived at the same time as the Wilsons, then he also could not have committed the murder. Unfortunately for Tim, in his case, there is no one to corroborate that he was ever there, or saw the Wilsons leaving, so this could very well be a lie on his part. If so, then this would destroy the Wilsons' alibi; either of them could have committed the murder after all. But then if Tim lied, there's only reason for it, and that's if he had committed the murder ...



The Murderer


So Tim, assuming I've not missed anything important out, that leaves you as the murderer. So let's re-look at what we know, in this light:

· We know you had serious money problems and no means to pay it back, otherwise you would not be so nervous after Ronnie's threat.

· We know, from Robert seeing you in the hall, that you probably overheard Roy and Pauline discussing the money making scheme. You then went looking for the data you needed.

· We know, from the Professor, that the office is normally tidy; and from Pauline, that the office was untidy, suggesting it had been searched; so I guess you went looking straight away, once Roy and Pauline had gone back to the party.

· Pauline returning and taking what you wanted must have surprised you. You must have hidden and watched, as you planned foul play there and then; otherwise why take the paperweight from the office, if not to use as a weapon? A heavy object from Roy's apartment, that couldn't be traced back to you, would have been much better; or even the starting handle or a tyre lever from your car.

· Pauline must have given you the slip though. We know she went to the wrong floor on the way back to the party. We can now believe the Professor and his wife, that you came rushing down the stairwell, presumably in a hurry to catch Pauline.

· You waited and watched and shadowed Roy and Pauline all evening, until you saw your opportunity - Roy with the folder, going to the apartment alone.

· After following him, and after hitting him and taking the folder, you dropped the note to throw suspicion elsewhere, and then ran for it, only to come back again via the front door, to avoid suspicion.

Would you like to fill in any other details ....  ?

[If anyone wants the advance solution, then go to,

 "The Advanced Game Introduction" - file "Advanced.doc"]

