Tim Bradlow



Background


You will be playing the part of Tim Bradlow, a PhD student in Finance at Cambridge. It's a fairly impressive position, but you are just barely scraping by. in getting there and staying there. Your problem is that you are too impulsive. Since getting here, you have gotten into a variety of get-rich-quick schemes which have all failed to pan out, and your debts are piling up. 


Currently you are doing your thesis in Share Option Pricing with Professor Ted Wilson. You started it just this year, going through experimental data. You share an office with Roy Bradbury, another of Wilson's students. A while ago, he seemed a promising student, but he's done very little in the past two years, after a flurry of work early on. 


However, despite your sharing an office and spending time together, you don't know a whole lot about Roy. Ever since you met him, he seemed very bright, but equally secretive. You have several mutual friends, among them Ronnie Snapper. Ronnie is rich and is rumoured to have gangland connections - not a man to mess with! 


About two years ago, you got the impression that Roy had borrowed a lot of money from Ronnie, although of course he wouldn't talk about it. Inspired, you somehow got Ronnie to loan you £10,000 for your own investment schemes. Unfortunately, your ideas have ended up losing you money, and by now your funds and your time are running out. You have less than £6,000 - and losing all of that may well break you. 

Lately Ronnie has been getting a little intimidating - the way he's just there when you enter your locked office or home, calmly reminding you that you owe him, and that time's running out!



The Party


Tonight, you went to an office party at the Finance department, thinking it might get your mind off of your problems. Then you saw Ronnie there. You tried to subtly avoid him, but soon he walked by and slipped a note to you. All it said was, "Pay up or die!" From then on, you stayed at the edge of the party, and tried to remain inconspicuous so that people wouldn't notice your rising panic. 


Shortly, you noticed Roy and some woman slip out past you, through the hall, to the stairwell. Intrigued, and more importantly because you just needed the toilet and it was on the way, you followed and stood by the stairwell, listening in. The woman, Pauline, wanted Roy to quit the PhD program - but Roy wanted to gain recognition by publishing a discovery of his, as his thesis. He gave Pauline his office keys and told her to get a folder from his desk, which had all the data on his work.  


While you were listening, you heard a sound at the end of the hall, and saw a guy - Robert, you recalled - entering the hall. You turned to face him, but he backed down, for some reason, and went back to the party before you could talk to him. Just then, you heard Roy and Pauline preparing to leave, so you turned and went into the toilets.


Coming out of the toilets, you were about to go out for a cigarette when you thought you heard something upstairs, but when you went back to the stairwell you could hear nothing, so you headed back.


On the way back, you ran into Professor Wilson and his wife, who were talking in the hall for some reason. You chatted with them for a bit, nervously due to Ronnie's scare. As you got back to the party, you ran into Roy, who invited you to his place for a get-together at 9:00. Still a little shaken up, you just watched him as he left with Pauline. To regain your nerves and avoid further confrontation with Ronnie, you went outside for a cigarette. You left just after the Professor and his wife, arriving just before them, after a bit of luck with the parking.



Optional Dress Suggestion


You like to dress well, but you are still a financially struggling academic, so just try to do the best you can.

