Life of the Blessed Ulam

General Description

This manuscript is a very recent copy of a manuscript found in the library of the Temple of the Seafarer Ibenis in Shiran.  The text, which is written in an older dialect of western Hârnic, tells the life of a 6th century Ilviran holy man, known as the Blessed Ulam, who lived during the last years of the Corani Empire.  The chronicle itself appears to have been written at least several decades later.  The author is not named.

The Life says little of Ulam’s youth.  It instead focuses on Ulam’s ‘wanderings’, which began when he left the Shiran temple at age 25 to become a mendicant.  The story ends many years later with Ulam’s execution (by impalement) at the hands of imperial troops, on the command of the Emperor Medak. 

Wanderings of Ulam

Ulam traveled throughout the Corani Empire.  He appears to have spent the most time in the west of the Empire, where he found a strong reception among rural folk.  While there, he met the Morgathian Prophet Balsha, whom he beat in a ‘contest of miracles’ in a small village.  He converted many of those villagers to Ilvir and then settled there for many years, teaching and instructing them in the faith.  

Elsewhere, he also found many communities where “a few faithful still dwelt, but were ashamed to worship openly”.  He upbraided them for their cowardice and told them to revere Ilvir openly.  He often performed miracles to persuade them of this.”

Ulam’s Prophecies and Teachings

Ulam possessed the gift of prophecy.  The Life tells of numerous accurate predictions of misfortunes befalling individuals and communities. He also foretold the downfall of the empire and a terrible reign of “evil, blood, and death” that would follow.  It was for this prediction that his execution was ordered by the Emperor Medak.

Ulam’s teachings were based on his bleak vision of the future. “Not one of the faithful shall survive the reign of the dead, nor shall they escape suffering and humiliation for the sport of evil.”.  

However, he did offer hope, that “after fifty lives, thee who died in torment will come back from the Pit with strength to reclaim the West from darkness, decadence, and despair.” “Thee shall refound the Faith, and a new Empire shall be reborn. Thee shall rule o’er it, with the children of the Brooder at thy side, and thy sufferings shall be avenged sevenfold as the ravaged corpses thy enemies lay as paving stones on the streets.” 

Ulam’s First Visit to the Temple of Coranan

Ulam visited Coranan twice during his peregrinations— the first occurred shortly after he left Shiran.  The second occurred at the end of his life.  On both occasions, he stayed for many months at the Corani temple of the Seafarer Ibenis. 

On his first visit, Ulam came as a pilgrim, He spent many months praying in the temple, and “walked the First Labyrinth”.  During that time, he was permitted to see and pray before the five great relics of the temple including “the Golden Scale,” “The Vessel,” “The Lock” and “The Great Horn”.  (The fifth relic is not identified by the text’s author.)  The author laments that these relics have all since been destroyed or lost, save for the Horn, which, the author says, “was translated to the Ochre Womb, shortly before the coming of the Balshans”.


A miracle occurred while Ulam prayed before “The Vessel”.  Though empty at the beginning of his sundown vigil, when he finished at sunrise, it was filled with a most wndrous liquid.  Perceiving it as a gift from Ilvir, he drank it.  As soon as it passed his lips, he “heard the Brooder’s call” and, heeding it, descended into the underbasement, where he walked “The Second Labyrinth”.  The priests, alarmed, came down to see him and wailed, “Lo! He is lost and shall surely die!”  But when Ulam came to the center of the Labyrinth, he did not die, but retuned.  The priests were amazed and said, “We thought thou shouldst die, as have all who dared tread the Forbidden Labyrnth.  Surely thou art blessed by Ilvir!” “I am blessed indeed,” replied Ulam, for Ilvir has given unto me a gift greater than all the relics in this house.  Praise be to Ilvir!”

Ulam’s Second Visit to the Temple of Coranan— And His Death

Ulam returned to Coranan during the last year of his life.  This time, he came as a teacher and a prophet.  He was at first welcomed warmly by the priests, who recalled the miracle of his prior visit.  But when he began prophesying the destruction of the temple, the sack of the city, and fall of the Corani Empire, they were fearful, for such messages terrified them.   They asked him to stop making such prophecies in public, but Ulam responded, “Has Ilvir given me visions, to see only for me— and for thee who dwell in His house?”  

One night, on the ninth of Azura, Ulam told the priests, “I shall be taken tomorrow, and I shall die in three days.  I will walk the Labyrinths once more.”  And he did so, and he again returned from the Forbidden Labyrinth, and he told the priests, “And so it is done.  None shall walk this Labyrinth again in your lifetimes, nor for many lifetimes..”  He then recited to the priests many prophecies, which they took down— “but for naught, since the temple’s library would soon be razed by the Morgathians.” 

The following day, imperial soldiers of the Emperor’s own guard came to the temple and arrested Ulam on a signed writ.  He was taken to Kotros Square, and, without a trial, was proclaimed guilty of fraud and fortune-telling, and impaled on a stake.  It took him three days to die.  Upon his death, his body was claimed by the temple priests, taken rom the city, and buried in an unmarked grave alongside the Thard.”  

